Synopsis — Postal History of the French Post Office in Egypt (1798-1931)

Purpose & Scope
This exhibit traces evolution of Egypt's earliest structured postal system, established during Napoleon'’s
occupation (1798-1801), through closure of French post offices in 1931.

Philatelic & Historical Significance

French postal presence in Egypt:

- Pioneered formal mail services in region.

- Transitioned military to civilian & international operations.

- Reflected wider colonial & geopolitical dynamics.

Philatelically, exhibit highlights operational phases, rare markings, overprints, & notable usages across different
periods.

Storyline & Treatment

The exhibit follows a narrative arc from early military mail discipline to commercial operations & eventual
closure. It demonstrates critical role of communication in EQypt’'s modern development & colonial history.

Research & Sources

The collection is the result of extensive, multiingual research & difficult acquisitions. References are many; but
mainly The French Post Offices in Egypt by Pierre Louis Grech (2013). Key pages to referenced are mentioned
alongside the chapters under Exhibit Structure below.

Exhibit Structure

Arranged chronologically into 9 chapters, corresponding to different phases of development:

1. Napoleonic Expedition (1798-1801) (Pages 20,24 & 26)

2. Intermediary Period (1801-1837)

3. Alexandria Post Office (1837-1931)(Page 48)

4. Suez Post Office (1862-1888) (Page 104)

5. Cairo Post Offices (1866-1875) (Page 116)

6. Port Said Post Offices (1867-1931)(Pages 132 & 133)

7. WWI Military Postal Markings (1837-1931)

8. French Consular Postal Markings (1837-1931)

9. Miscellaneous (e.g., labels, rare handstamps)

Each chapter begins w/chapter description in bold, & subsequently in lighter shade. Each chapter also
includes postal developments, historical background, & key philatelic items, rare pieces outlined in red,
certified items marked ©, & original research an open book icon.

Rarity & Key Highlights

Noteworthy items include:

- Rare Napoleonic campaign covers.

- Overland mail & mixed frankings.

- Difficult to acquire local overprints on covers.

- Postage due items w/ local overprints.

- Covers from final day of French postal service in Egypt.
- 2 Ballon Montes to Egypt.



PURPOSE & SCOPE:

THE FIRST ORGANIZED POSTAL SYSTEM IN EGYPT!

This exhibit chronicles the origins and development of Egypt’'s first organized postal system,
established by Napoleon Bonaparte’s invading French forces (1798-1801), and fraces its
institutional growth through to the closure of the last French post offices in 1931. It highlights the
diversity of services offered across more than a century and illustrates how these foreign-run offices

FRENCH POST OFFICE IN EGYPT (1798 - 1931)

THE TREATMENT (STORY):

laid the foundation for Egypt’s modern postal infrastructure.

SUBJECT & PHILATELIC
IMPORTANCE:

The exhibit is important for three core
reasons:

1. The French post offices were instrumental
in introducing structured postal operations
to Egypt.

2. The exhibit allows viewers to follow the
evolution of postal services from military
field mail to civiian operations and
international exchange.

3. It reflects broader geopolitical dynamics
and colonial interests through postal
history.

From a philatelic perspective, the exhibit
explores the various operational phases of
the French post offices in Egypt, including
their establishment, expansion, services
rendered, and eventual closure. Special
attention is given to distinctive markings,
overprints, and rare usages.

ORGANIZATION & PRESENTATION:

The exhibit is arranged chronologically and divided into nine chapters, each focusing on

a key phase or location:

- Chapter 1: Napoleonic Expedition (1798-1801)
- Chapter 2: Intermediary Period (1801-1837)

- Chapter 3: Alexandria Post Office
- Chapter 4: Suez Post Office

- Chapters 5 & 6: Cairo and Port Said Post Offices

- Chapter 7: French Military Postal Markings (WWI)

- Chapter 8: Postal Markings of the French Consulate

- Chapter 9: Miscellaneous Items (e.g., registration labels, rare handstamps)

FORERUNNER CIVILIAN COVER

ALEXANDRIA TO FRANCE BY PRIVATE COURIER, JULY 30, 1784
RARE ITEMS ARE HIGHLIGHTED W/ A RED BORDER.

RARITY CONTINUED.......

The narrative follows the historical trajectory of French postal involvement in Egypt, using postal
artifacts to anchor each period. The Napoleonic section demonstrates early military discipline
in mail handling while later sections document the tfransition to civilian mail, shipping line
development, overland challenges, & stamp issuance.

The story culminates with the French post offices’ eventual closure in 1931.

RARITY & DIFFICULY OF

ACQUISITION:

This is a highly specialized and
comprehensive assembly. Among the most
significant pieces:

- Multiple Napoleonic campaign covers
with rare handstamps. The cover w/ a
double strike of “Rosette” is unique as well
as the cover w/Mansoura written on it.

- Overland mail to and from French offices
in Egypt

- Covers w/local overprint stamps of Port
Said are “gems” as their production
numbers were quite low! A postcard
cancelled on the day of the Ferdinand de
Lesseps statue inauguration, franked with a
local overprint is 1 of the highlights.

- Numerous mixed frankings, military covers,
& postage due items w/ scarce local
overprints.

- 2 Ballon Monte’s are also displayed w/ Egypt a rare destination for these covers.

- Two final day covers from the last day of French postal operations in EQypt

KNOWLEDGE & RESEARCH:

on the subject.

philatelic markets.

- KEY ITEMS ARE OUTLINED IN RED, Iltems accompanied by certificates of authenticity
are marked with ©, while original research is noted with an open book icon.

The exhibitor has undertaken extensive research over several years, referencing major works
Language barriers—particularly with  French-language sources—were
overcome through the use of digital translation tools. The wide thematic and chronological
scope made sourcing material especially challenging, requiring acquisitions from diverse
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